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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 January 2001 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1s9 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim (s) 1^9 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)[x] The drawing(s) filed on 04 January 2001 is/are: a)S accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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12)|EI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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This action is in response to the communication filed on 01/04/2001. 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-9 have been examined. 

Title 

2. The title of the invention is acceptable. 

Priority 

3. The application has been filed under Title 35 U.S.C §119, claiming priority to 
Finland application 2000000309, filed January 5, 2000. 

4. The effective filing date for the subject matter defined in the pending claims in 
this application is January 5, 2000. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

5. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 07/17/2001 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the examiner is 
considering the information disclosure statement. 

Drawings 

6. The drawings filed on 01/04/2001 are acceptable for examination proceedings. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
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application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-3, and 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Yamauchi et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,047,103) hereinafter referred to as Yamauchi. 

9. Claim 1 recites a general-purpose computer (See Yamauchi Fig. 5 Element 49) 
having a central processing unit for executing predetermined processing as instructed 
by a program stored in an internal storage means in said general-purpose computer 
(See Yamauchi Fig. 5 Element 49C), comprising: a loading means, which is integrally 
arranged on a case of said general-purpose computer (it was inherent that means for 
loading the optical disk were provided in order for the data on the disk to be read as 
disclosed by Yamauchi in Fig. 13 Step S206), for detachably accommodating an 
external storage medium (it was inherent that the disks were removable in order for 
them to function as a normal DVD as disclosed by Yamauchi Col. 1 1 Lines 34-38) for 
storing copyrighted data (See Yamauchi Col. 11 Lines 34-38); a cross-authentication 
means for cross-authenticating said general-purpose computer with said external 
storage medium through said loading means (See Yamauchi Col. 13 Paragraphs 8-9 
and Fig. 9 Element S105); and a control means for making said external storage 
medium store said copyrighted data stored in said internal storage means (See 

i a 1 1 iauw ii i lyo. i-tu ci i iu i-ruy vviioii oaiu yci 1^1 ai-yui puoc oOliipuiCI I Ida UCCI I 

successfully cross-authenticated with said external storage medium by said cross- 
authentication means (See Yamauchi Fig. 14a). 
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10. Claim 2 recites a reproduction means for reproducing data read from said 
external storage medium (See Yamauchi Fig. 5 Element 46 and Fig. 13 Element S206); 
wherein said control means, when said general-purpose computer has been cross- 
authenticated with said external storage medium (See Yamauchi Fig. 14a), reads said 
copyrighted data from said external storage medium and supplies said copyrighted data 
to said reproduction means (See Yamauchi Fig. 14b and Col. 18 Paragraph 1). 

1 1 . Claim 3 recites that in the cross-authentication means (See Yamauchi Fig. 5 
Elements 46 and 47 "Authentication Section"), the control means (See Yamauchi Fig. 5 
Elements 46 and 47 "CGMS Control Section"), and the reproduction means (See 
Yamauchi Fig. 6 Element 501) are each constituted by a dedicated circuit which 
operates independently of said central processing unit (See Fig. 5 Element 49C). 

12. Claim 6 recites that a function equivalent to said reproduction means is realized 
by executing, by said central processing unit, a program stored in said internal storage 
means (See Yamauchi Col. 2 Paragraph 4). 

13. Claim 7 recites that the internal storage means is a hard disc drive (See 
Yamauchi Col. 42 paragraph 1). 

14. Claim 8 recites that the copyrighted data are music data (See Yamauchi Col. 1 
Technical Background wherein "audio information" falls within the scope of "music"). 

15. Claim 9 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

16. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

17. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamauchi, and further in view of Doi (U.S. Patent Number 5,432,947). 

Yamauchi disclosed that the data read is initiated by the data reproduction 
microcontroller (See Yamauchi Col. 18 Paragraph 6) and that the read data is put into a 
data buffer (See Yamauchi Col. 18 Paragraph 7). Yamauchi failed to disclose that the 
power was supplied to each circuit separate from the power supplied to the CPU and 
also failed to disclose that the CPU received no power during the reading of the data 
from the external storage medium. However, Yamauchi also did not mention that the 
CPU played any role during the reading of the external medium. 

Doi teaches that supply voltages to any device can be individually controlled 
(See Doi Col. 18 Paragraph 9). Doi further shows that the voltage supplied to a device 
can be cut to 0V f shutting off the power to that device (See Doi Fig. 18). 

It would have been obvious to the ordinary person skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to employ the teachings of Doi to the invention of Yamauchi in order to shut off 
the power to the idle CPU while reading the data from the external medium. This would 
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have been obvious because the ordinary person skilled in the art would have been 
motivated to reduce the power consumed by the system. 

18. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Yamauchi and Doi as applied to claim 4 above. Claim 5 recites 
displaying an operation during the CPU inactive state. Yamauchi disclosed displaying 
an error message to the user during reading when copying of requested data is 
prohibited (See Yamauchi Col. 41 Paragraph 1). 

Conclusion 

19. Claims 1-9 have been rejected. 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Mochizuki (U.S. Patent Number 6,097,814) disclosed a method for 
controlling the reproduction of data on a storage medium involving disk and drive 
mutual authentication. 

b. Yeo (U.S. Patent Number 6,452,885) disclosed a copy protection method 
involving writing test data to the optical disk and using this data as a means for 
authenticating the disk. 

c. Tagawa et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,615,192) disclosed a copying 
system for copying disks involving copy authorization verification. 

d. Utsumi et al. (European Patent Application Publication EP0773490A1) 
disclosed a copy protection means involving three-way authentication between 
the source, destination, and owner of the data. 
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21 . Please direct all inquiries concerning this communication to Matthew Henning 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-0713. The examiner can normally be reached 
Monday-Friday from 9am to 4pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
acting supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh, can be reached at (703) 305-9648. The fax phone 
number for this group is (703) 305-3718. 

Any inquiry of general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. 





Matthew Henning 
Assistant Examiner 
Art Unit 2131 
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